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In the Bhagavat Gita the Supreme personality of Godhead Krishna declared:"yada yada hi 
dharmasyaglani bhavati bharata abhyutthanam adharmasya tadatmanam srjamy aham 
paritranaya sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam dharma-samsthapanarthaya sambhavami 
yuge yuge" ( Gita 4/7- 8) This means that Krishna Himself declared as such:- "Whenever 
and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O descendant of Bharata and a 
predominant rise of religion- at that time | descent Myself. Again to deliver the pious and to 
annihilate the miscreants, as well as to re- establish the principles of religion, | myself 
appear, millenium after millinium. From the above slokes it reveals that the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead appears in this world mainly due to the following main two 
reasons:(i) Paritranayam Sadhunam- i.e. to protect the devotees and for their deliverance 
from the miscreants. (ii) Vinasaya ca duskrtam, i.e. to deliver the pious and to annihilate the 
miscreants. The Almighty has unlimited power. Of these powers three are the main:- Citya 
Shakti, JivaShakti and Maya Shakti. Through the first shakti God expresses His 
Madhuyamayi- Lila. On the basis of Maya Shakti He incarnates three kinds of Purasa- avatar 
through which He conducts His outer energy. Again He conducts different lila avatars on the 
basis of Jivashakti. The last avatars, i.e. lila avatars are also known as partial avatars. Sri 
Nrsimhadeva is known to be a lila- avatara. He is the fourth avatar of the Lord Vishnu. The 
father of Vysadeva named Parashar Muni in his book Hora- sastra claimed that 
Nrsimhadeva is the fourth lila- avatar. Again, Nrsimhadeva is known as a Kalpa- avatara. 
One Kalpa is equal to 12 hours of Brahma. Again this 12 hours is composed of 1000 chatur- 
yuga which, is equal to 432 crores of years of our planet. Within this 1000 Chatur- Yuga, 
there are 1000 Satya- Yuga. Of these 1000 Satya- Yugas, there exists a special satya- yuga 
during which the Lord appears. As such He is also called a Kalpa- avatara. According to 
Vedai- sastra Nrsimhadeva is one of the information of the Lord Krishna. As such He is as 
good as a full skatiman incarnation of Krishna. Krishna is the best of all incarnations of the 
God. Sri Ramachandra can be said to be better incarnation and Lord Nrsimhadeva then 
comes as an incarnation of the God Himself. It may be stated here that Lord Nrsimhadeva is 
the only worship- deity of the Vishnusvami sect of the vaisnavas. No one sect except the 
above did worship His Lordship before. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura and his father 
Bhakti- Benoda Thakura established the Lord Nrsimhadeva in the Yugapitha in Mayapur due 
to the possible attack on the part of some dacoits and miscreants. After then no miscreant 
came to attack the Yugapith. Following this instance Nrsimhadev is established in the 
ISKCON Mayapura. Since then no miscreants entered into the Mandir to create any 
disturbances. This is the mercy of the Lord. Joy and Bijoy were two darwans/attendants of 
Vishnu in Vaikuntha. Once because of their offenses at the feet of four devotees and due to 
the curse by them (e.g. Sanat, Sanandan, Sanatan, Sanat Kumar) they became 
Hiranayakasipu and Hiranyaksa- two great demons in one of the Satyayugas. Later on, due 
to very much offenses made by the Hiranyaksa, the Lord Harl became a very big boar and 
killed him in one tune. As a result of death of his younger brother, Hiranyakasipu become 
very much angry with the Lord Vishnu and decided to kill the Lord. The dominance king 


Hiranyakasipu, then, to become an unconquerable and to be the King of the universe, once 
went on Mandara Hill, and there began performing his austerities by standing with his toes 
on the ground, keeping his arms upward looking at the sky. He stood like this for many years 
and in one time from the head of Hiranyakasipu there emanated an effulgent light an brilliant 
and intollerable as the rays of the sun at the time of dissolution. Because of his severe 
austerities, fire from his head and its , oceans were agitated, the surfaces of this globe, with 
its mountains and islands, began trembling and the stars and planets fell. All directions were 
ablaze. Lord Brahma, observing the austerities of Hiranyakasipu came to him and asks what 
he wants. Hiranyakasipu, then first prayed to Brahma for his immortality. But after knowing 
that Brahma Himself is mortal, he then asked for the following benedictions from the 
Brahma:(a) None created by You will be able to Kill me. (b) My death would not be inside or 
outside the house. (c) My death will not occur in day or night. (d) My death will not occur on 
the ground or in the sky. (e) No weapons will be able to kill me. After receiving the above 
benedictions from the Brahma rulers Hiranyakasipu conquered the of all the planets in the 
three world seizing their power and influences. Hiranyakasipu had four sons:- badha, 
sanladha, anuladha and prahlada of them Prahlada was the youngest. At the time of his 
father's return by getting benedictions from the Lord Brahma, Prahlada's age was only five 
years. 


LORDHARI (KRISHNA) SAVES ALWAYS PRAHLADA FROM HIS DEMONAIC FATHER 
HIRANYAKASIPU 


Hiranyakasipu devoted two teachers Amarka and Shanda (they were two sons of 
Sukracarya, the Guru of the demons) to teach Prahlada. After some days Hiranyakasipu 
called Prahlada and affectionately seated his son on his lap and inquired what he had learnt 
from his masters. Prahalada replied with exalted ; Vaisanava philosophy describing how one 
achieves the perfection of life by dedicating every thing to the service of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead Hari or Krishna. After Prahlada Maharaja had spoken in this way, 
Hiranyakasipu blinded by anger and hatred for the Supreme Lord, threw the boy off his leap 
and unto the ground. Indignant and angry reddish eyes like molten copper, Hiranyakasipu 
said to his servants:"O demons take him away from me! He deserves to be killed. Kill him as 
soon as possible." After being ordered by demon King his servants, i.e. Raksasas began to 
strike the tender parts of Prahlada's body with their tridents. The demons all had fearful 
faces, sharp and reddish, coppery beards, hair and they appeared extremely threatening. 
Making a tumultuono sound, shouting, 

"Chop him up! Peerce him! they began striking Prahlada". Prahlada who sat silently, 
meditating upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Prahlada was a great devotee, 
undisturbed by material conditions and fully engaged in meditating upon and serving the 
Supreme Lord. Thus the weapons of the demons had no tangible effects upon him. 
Hiranyakasipu had a sister named holika. Agnideva (firing god) gave her a benediction with 
a Sari (a kind of female's wearing thing) that whenever she will wear this Sari, fire will not 
attack her. One day holika put Prahlada on her lap and by wearing that Sari she jumped into 
fire, so that Prahlada died in fire. But Hari once again saved him, rather holika died due to 
fire. But Hari once again saved him, rather holika died due to fire. 

When all the attempts of demon Raksasas to kill 
Prahlada were futile, Hiranyakasipu being most fearful, began contrieving other means to kill 
him. He thought "Although Prahlada is five years old, even at this age he has given up his 
affectionate relationship with his father and mother. Prahlada is so treacherous that he has 


become a devotee of Vishnu who killed his uncle Hiranyaksa. If a limb of one's body is 
paisoned by disease, it must be amputed so that the rest of the body may survive. Similarly 
even if one's own son, is unfavourable he must be rejected although born of one's own body. 
Then, Hiranyakasipu planned a campaign to kill Prahlada. He thought that he would kill his 
son by throwing him beneath the fact of a big elephant, throwing him among huge, fearful 
snakes, employing destructive spells, conjuring up illusory tricks, administering poison; 
starving him, exposing him to severe cold winds, fire and water, throwing heavy stones to 
crush him or hurling him from the top of a mountain. But Prahlada who was completely 
sinless could not be harmed in any way. 

The devatas as under the leadership of Indra pray to Vishnu to kill Hiranyakasipu. 
Likewise many saints also requested the Vishnu and prayed to Him the same thing as the 
devatas requested Lord Vishnu then said:"nirvairaya prasantavya sva - sutaya mahatmane 
Prahladaya yada druhyed dhania ye pi varorjitam."(Bhagvata 7/4/28) The above verse tells:- 
When Hiranyakasipu teases the great devotee Prahlada his own son who is peaceful and 
sober and who has no enemy, | shall kill Hiranyakasipu immediately, despite the 
benedictions of Brahma. Srila Prabhnupada commented on this verse as:- "A vaisnava like 
Prahlada Maharaja describes here in as nirvaira (means having no enemy). Else where in 
Srimad Bhagbatam (3/25/21) it is said:-aja ta satravah santah(sadhu) sadhavah 
sadhubhusanah :- a devotee has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures 
and all his characteristics are sublime. A devotee does not create enimity with anyone, but if 
someone becomes his enemy that person will be vanquished by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, despite whatever benedictions he may have recieved from any other sources. 
Hiranyakasipu was certainly enjoying the fruit of his severe austerity." 

When Prahladaha's teachers Amarka and Shanda( they were two sons of Sukracarya, the 
Guru of the Demons) observed that their efforts failed and Prahlada is Vishnu Bhakta they 
bring this to the notice of Hiranyakasipu. The King became very angry and decided to kill 
Prahalada. Cursing him again and again he took up his sword and with great anger struck 
his first against nearby column. Then he asked his son Where is your Hari resides?. Is He 
here and in even in this column or pillar?. Prahalada tells that He is everywhere and even in 
the column also. Then Hiranyakasipu struck the column. Then a very fearful sound, which 
appeared to crack the covering of the universe. At that time, the Lord Vishnu exhibiting the 
wonderful fear. Some form of the Lord Nrsimhadeva, emerged from the pillar/thumb. The 
Lord was halfman and half- lion. His angry eyes resembled moltangold, His teeth were 
dreadly, His nostrils and gaping mouth appears like caves of a mountain. His jaws parted 
fearly and His entire body touched the sky. His neck was very short and thick. His chest was 
broad. His waist thin and the hairs on His body as white as the rays of the moon. His arms 
spread in all directions. He carried His Conchsell, disc, clubs, lotus and other weapons. The 
demon Hiranyakasipu attacked Nrsimhadeva with great force, but the Lord captured him and 
placed him on His lap, supporting him with His thighs. Throwing him in the door way of the 
assembly hall, the Lord very easily tore the demon to pieces with the nails of His hand. The 
Lord Nrsimhadeva's mouth and mane were sprinkled and drops of blood, and His fierce eyes 
full of anger were impossible to look at. Licking the edge of His mouth with His tongue, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead Nrsimhadeva, decorated with a garland intestines taken 
from Hiranyakasipu's abdomen, resembled a lion that has just killed an elephant. 

After He had killed the great demon Hiranyakasipu, the Supreme Lord who had many many 
arms, threw the demon's body aside and turned towards his solders. These solders had 
came in thousands to battle Nrsimhadeva with raised weapons and were very faithful 
followers of the demon, but the Lord killed all of them merely with the ends of His nails. The 


hair on Nrsimhadeva's head shook the clouds and scattered them here and there. His 
glaring eyes stole the effulgence of the lumunaries of the sky, and His breathing agitated the 
seas and oceans. Because of His roaring, all the elephants in the world began to cry. 
Airplanes were thrown into the outer space and upper plannetary systems by the hair on 
Nrsimhadeva's head. Because of the pressure of the Lord's lotus feet, the earth appeared to 
slip from its position and all the hills and mountains sprang up because of His intolerable 
force. Because of the Lord's bodily effulgence both the sky and all directions and a fearsome 
cocenterance, the Lord Nrsimhadeva exhibited His great anger and opulence. After killing 
the soldiers of the Demon the Lord sat down in the assembly hall on the excellent throne of 
the king. Lord Nrsimhadeva appeared in such a fearsome form, however, none of the 
demigods could directly approach Him. Lord Brahma then requested Prahlada who was 
standing very near to the Lord:- "My dear son, Lord Nrsimhadeva is extremely angry with 
your demonaic father. Then Prahlada fell down to offer his respectful obeisances, with folded 
hands. When Lord Nrsimhadeva saw the small boy Prahlada fell down to offer his respectful 
obeisances, with folded hands and prostrated at the soles His lotus feet He became most 
ecstatic in affection toward His devotee. Raising Prahlada, the Lord placed His lotus hand 
upon the boy's head. By the touch of the Lord's hand on his head Prahalada was completely 
freed from all material contaminations and desires as if he had been thoroughly cleansed. 
Therefore, he at once became transcendentally situated and all the symptoms of ecstay 
manifest in his body. His heart filled with love and his eyes with tears, and thus he was able 
to completely capture the lotus feet of the Lord within the core of his heart. Prahalada 
Maharaja fixed his mind and sight upon Nrsimhadeva with full attention in complete trance. 
With a fixed mind he began to offer prayers. 

Lord Nrsimhadeva, was greatly pleased by the pure devotion of Prahlada and 
ordered him to take charge of his father's Kingdom. As such the inauguration of Prahalada 
Maharaja was performed by the Lord Brahma in presence of other saintly persons and 
demigods. 

Thus as ordered by Lord Nrsimhadeva Prahlada was made the King of all the demons and 
giants in the universe. 

From the above it can be safely said that those who follow Prahalada's example will naturally 
become pure devotees of the Lord. He is the best example of a real devotee and others 
should follow his footsteps. 


VASHISTHA MUNI AND NRSIMHADEVA 


Vashistha muni was a great devotee of Nrsimhadeva. The brother of Hiranyakasipu was 
Hiranakha who has a son named Rakta- bilocan. Once this demon made austerity for ten 
thousand year for the sake of some benedictions from the Lord Shiva. He was on austerity 
on the bank of the river Godavari. From the severe austarities of Raktabilocan, Lord Shiva 
satisfied and at one time He appeared before him and said whichever benedictions he will 
pray would be sanctioned by the Lord Shiva. 

He caring this from Lord Shiva Raktabilocan wanted an 
astonished or un- natural benediction. He prayed that in the warfield if any bloodshed from 
his body occurs and that fell on the dust- particles, demons like Raktabilocan will emerge 
who would be as much mighty as he is. They will enter into the war to help him. And after the 
war or when the war would be finished those demons would enter into his body and 
vanishes there. The Lord Shiva Himself was astonished to hear this prayer of the 
Raktabilocan. But as promised earlier He gave the benediction to Raktabilocan. After getting 


the same from the Lord Shiva Raktabilocan began to opress and supress the devas, 
brahmanas, sadhus( saintly person) devotees of the God, cows etc. He also used to destroy 
the religious activities of the Risis and munis and the general masses also. 

Another muni known as Vishamitra was against Vasistta due to some reasons. 
This is why if he get any chance he would do evils of the Vashitta. 
One day Vashitta went to the Brahmaloka. In his absence Vishamitra induces the 

Raktabilocan to kill the 100 sons of Vashitta and accordingly Raktabilocan killed them. 

At that time Vashitta muni was in Brahmaloka. His wife Arundhati was crying by 
seeing her dead 100 sons and she was also remembering Vasistta muni also. Then Vasistta 
muni through his spiritual eyes and mind understod and see all the happenings in his 
ashraman. Then he returned to the ashrama but due to benedictions given by the Lord Shiva 
he could not do anything directly against Raktabilocan. Then hopelessly he reminds the lotus 
feet of the Lord Nrsimhadeva and prayed to Him to destroy the demon. He prayed to 
Nrsimhadeva in this way:- "Prahalada baradan Bishnun Nrsimham paradibatam Smaranam 
sarvalokanamapannakari nivaranam". 

In order to savour His devotee then the Lord Nrsimhadeva came to the ashrama of Vasistta 
muni on the river Godavari along with the Laxmi devi riding on the back of the Gaururdeva. 
Seeing Him Vasistta at first glorify the Lord and then describe the destructive works of 
Raktabilocan. Vasisttamuni also prayed to the Lord that after killing Raktabilocan. He would 
remain in the ashrama so that he can serve Him always. The Lord gave His consent to stay 
there. 

After the above conditions Lord 
Nrsimhadeva sang His conchsell Panchajjana to draw the attention of the Raktabilocan for 
war with Him. The demon after hearing the sound of the Lord's conchsell came there. He 
surrounded the Lord from all sides with the help of his soldiers. The demons began to throw 
thousands and thousands of arcs towards the Lord. But with the help of the Sudarshan 
Cakra the Lord failed all. 
After a long war once from the body of the Raktabilocan drops of blood fell on the dust 
particles on the ground. At once hundred and hundred of demons emerged just like 

Raktabilocan and they began to struck the Garuradev. But the mighty Garuradev foiled their 
attack and struck the demons in response to their strikes. The demons could not bear the 
anti- strikes of the Garuradeva. At the same time the Lord Himself, to protect the 
Garuradeva, throw His Sudarshan Cakra and killed thousands and thousands of the 
followers of Raktabilocan. In order to make the war shortcut the Lord decided that the blood 
of Raktabilocan can't be fallen to the dust/soil. For this He called His Maya - shakti in the 
warfield. Then first of all He cut the two hands of Raktabilocan with the help of the Cakra. As 
a result no blood could be fallen on the ground. Because the blood of the Raktabilocan was 
preserved by His Maya- shakti. In this way Raktabilocan was killed by Him at one time. After 
the killing of Raktabilocan Vashitha Muni built a mandir for the Nrsimhadeva in his ashrama 
and worship the Lord daily. 


LINGAFSOT NRSIMHADEVA AND HIS DEVOTEE 


A religious book named Vishnudharmuttar exists in the Sanatana dharma. There is a story 
described how Lord Nrsimhadeva saved the life of one of His devotee. A brahmin named 
Visaksen was a very good devotee of the Lord Nrsimhadeva. Once upon a time he went for 
travelling different places in India. One day he reached in a village. There he met with the 
son of the village head and stayed there for some days. In course of staying there he made 


a friendship with the son of the village head. That young man was a vatern devotee of Shiva. 
He worshiped Shiva four times a day. 

One day that young man became ill. He was not able to worship the Lord Shiva. Then he 
requested his new friend, to worship the Lord Shiva. But his friend young brahman being a 
devotee of Nrsimhadeva was unwilling to worship Shiva instead of Nrsimhadeva. As such he 
became very much angry and ready to kill the young brahman. In order to save his life he 
then agreed to worship the Lord Shiva. 

However the young brahmin was thinking of his deity Nrsimhadeva and repeatedly 
prayed to Him to save his life. With his friend at one time he came to the temple of the Lord 
Shiva. He sat very near to the Shiva deity. He took some flowers from his friend and after 
saying Nrsimhya Namo he offered the flowers on the head of the Lord Shiva. Hearing his 
prayers and offering flowers in this way his friend became very much angry and decided to 
kill the young brahmin. He drew a Talwar and ready to strike the brahmin. At that time the 
Lord Nrsimhadeva came out of the deity Shiva and killed the so- called devotee of the Shiva 
and thereby protect and save the life of His own devotee, the young brahman. Because the 
Lord came out from the Shivalinga He since then named as Lingafsot Nrsimhadeva. 


NRSIMHADEVA FAVOURS SRI VISHNUSVMI, ONE OF HIS NOTED DEVOTEE 


By the grace of the Lord Nrsimhadeva His devotees can retain the path of their devotion. A 
burning example is Acarya Sri Vishnusvami who belonged to the Rudra ( Mahadeva, or 
Shiva Himself) Sampradaya sect. Vishnu- svmi followed the path of Rudra and preached for 
the worship of the Lord Vishnu in the world. 

In the age of Kali once upon a time Baidha - dharma spread very 
much in the society. In order to stop that, he took shelter on Nrsimhadeva and began to 
preach pure - adaitavada and in this way he could spread the path of Bhativad. 

In the third century BC there was a king named Pandubijaya in the Panda- desha. 
Vishnusvmi was appeared in the house of Deveshara who was a devotee of Vishnu as well 
as the priest of the King. At that time the anti - vedaic Buddhist was trying to nihillate/destroy 
the Sanatan- dharma. To save and protect the Sanatana Dharma Vishnu- svami preached 
Vaisya of Brahma - Sutra which was the gist of the Upanishads. This Vaisya was known as 
the Sarbagha - Sutra. Here the pure adaitavada has been explained by Him. He could do so 
by the mercy of the Lord Nrsimhadeva. During this time he initiated 700 sanyasi's into 
Nrsimha mantras and by the grace of the lord he could preach bhaktivad among the people 
at that time. 


SRIDHAV SVAMIPADA 


Sridhav Svami was one of the Vetern devotee of the Lord Nrsimhadeva. He was originally a 
vaishnava of the Rudra sect. Although to him Hari and Hara (Shiva) were more or less 
identical, he actually worship the Lord Nrsimhadeva. 

At the request of his sect and by the grace of the Lord Nrsimhadeva he wrote a tika (note) 
on Srimad Vhagvatam named Vabartha - dipika and Subodini on the Gita which were highly 
praised by Sriman Mahaprabhu Himself. In these tikas he could analyses in support of the 
Veda - Aveda, he explained the eternity of bhakti, Sastra and Jiva (atma) and the truth of the 
world. 


Due to the grace and mercy of the Lord Nrsimhadeva he could recover the Sarvagha - 
Sutra of Vishnusvami. Again he wrote a tika (note) on Vishnu Purana and could discard the 
Shankaras Kabaladaitavada and established the pure- adaitavada in the society. 

Vabartha dipika explained the eternity of Bhagaban and the devotees, differences between 
Jiva and Isvara (God himself), Mukti and how sravana, Kirtana etc can help the process of 
mukti. All these were possible on his part by the mercy of the Lord Nrsimhadeva. This is why 
at the very beginning of his note Vabartha- dipika he has praised the Lord in many ways. 
Being a real devotee of Nrsimhadeva and the saviaturs of the bhaktipatha, Mahaprabhu 
called him Jagadguru. Hare Krishna. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 


| am grateful to my Grandson Animesh Dey for typing such a large article and Mr. Pritam 
Majumder of Barrackpore, West Bengal for providing some important information about this 
article. 
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